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Bruno: CICOPA President Javier Salaberria sends his greetings and regrets. 

1) I will provide an overview of the worker co-operative movement around the world. The co-ops in Latin America are developing quickly.  The Argentinean co-op federations have created a confederation.  They are seeking to organize a Latin America region.  There is no organizing of the America region, but as you know there will possibly be a founding conference next fall.

In Africa the situation is ripe at least for development there. Asia is rather stationary.  Korea is reinforcing itself.  China is the same. In Europe there are 1.5 million members, by far the strongest.  The co-operative situation there is booming.  

An International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) meeting with CICOPA echoed that this economic crisis is an opportunity that we have to take.  We need to lose our inferiority complex.  

At CICOPA General Assembly there was rather good reception and 20 countries were in attendance.  CICOPA’s membership is half European.  Three new people elected:  Jorge Avarino, Uruguay (also supported by Brazil and Argentina,  a common candidate); Christian Simon (CGSCOP - they had previously been very absent at world level. He’s an expert in financial instruments; Bob Cannell (UK) who is focusing on governance.

Social co-ops: found consensus on this.  There will be a draft a paper, possibly in different languages.  They are forming a working group and hope to have someone from Canada.  There will be a meeting of the European group in December.  They have a mandate from the EC, to work on worker co-operative Standards.  

Looking to the future we should focus strongly on the ICA members.  The new global system will make it difficult to have new members.  We will have to work out with the ICA about how to make that possible. There will be at least 3,000 new members in south west France of both ICA and CICOPA by 2010. Many ICA members are multi-sectoral members, with worker co-op’s in them.  We should get more of them involved in CICOPA. Each new member of CICOPA will still have to be approved by the EC of CICOPA.  

2)Regional integration. In this respect, if the North American rules are approved by the General Assembly, which could maybe be done by the EC in advance), you will have to have a delegate from North America, just like in Europe.  

3) We are working on legal standards, especially in Brazil and Japan.  

4) We are also proposing to offer legal services to members.   We are working together with the ICA as well as the ILO legal branch.

5) Stats. We need to make more effort with CICOPA and members to gather more data.  We hope to consolidate more information next year, including from those who are not yet CICOPA members.

6) We are working on the CoopSpace web site, which is organized structurally.  In the office, we have 2 people.

7) We will also be focused on communication. We will try to continue with the newsletter.

8) ICA news. Canadian Kathy Bardswick (from Co-operators) was elected to the Board. She came in first. Felice Scalvini also was elected. There will unfortunately be only one remaining person on the board from our sector.  The Polish worker co-op person was not elected.  Javier Salaberria will no longer be one of the sector delegates to the ICA board.  

We had a meeting of all sectoral organizations with Pauline Green and it was very positive.  There was a proposal to bring all the sectoral organizations inside ICA and have them (including CICOPA) put on the shelf.  This proposal itself was shelved.  The point was made strongly that the sector organization are very important that received much applause.  It allowed the sectoral issue to come out strongly.  This turned out to be a benefit because we had the chance to reaffirm the importance of the sectoral organizations.  Working with Pauline Green will be a challenge, for she means business and wants to change things in the ICA.  We need to help her do that. 

At the ICA Conference Jeremy Rifkin spoke and several others spoke about climate change and on the economic crisis.  It highlighted the need, increasingly perceived, that the co-op movement needs to work on there being more integration of these aspects.  We need to work toward having a more environmentally friendly movement.  Instead of contradiction between the economic side and the environment side, we want integration.  This is enhanced by the very structure of our organizations.  

The plan is to have an ICA Conference in Quebec City in November of 2011. The next ICA Conference will be in Mexico in November.

